
The Board of Professors has approved a new program that
will benefit all of our members.

What is it?
The Danzan Ryu Instructor Development Program (DZRIDP)

has been established to support our instructors in their develop-
ment as teachers of Dan Zan Ryu Jujitsu and in the operation of
their schools/dojo.

The physical skills of our Ryu are standardized through the
AJJF Black Belt examination process. But until now, our instruc-
tors and school heads have not been offered direct information
on such things as teaching methods, physiology of training, risk
assessment, business skills, or the psychology of teaching. 

All of these subjects and more will be offered in seminars to
participants of ikkyu and black belt ranks who are teaching, or
may be teaching in the future.  Program participants will deepen
their understanding and practice of Kodenkan Danzan Ryu,
while improving their communication skills and enhancing lead-
ership abilities. 

The courses are taught by AJJF professors and master instruc-
tors, and administered by a standards committee. 

Master Okazaki had a dream that one day there would be
schools in every state of the union teaching Danzan Ryu.  Our
new program helps facilitate the realization of our organization's
primary directive:  "The AJJF is dedicated to preserve and pro-
mote the quality and worldwide growth of Danzan Ryu Jujitsu." 

The DZRIDP is committed to accomplishing that goal by
developing competent instructors. 

Who is it for?
Some sections will be for ikkyu and above, others will be for

black belts and some just for school heads. Though the classes
are not mandatory, the material offered is a vital component to
the continued transmission of Danzan Ryu.

When do we start?
The first pilot program was offered at Davis Ju-do Kai in Cal-

ifornia.  A group representing the ranks of  Sandan, Yodan,
Godan and Professor gathered to review two sections of the pro-
gram. The participants gave valuable feedback that will shape
and focus the program. Later in 2005, a similar class will be
offered on the East Coast, again to evaluate and refine the mate-
rials.

When the program is more finalized, a calendar will be
released with dates for future courses. 

The committee is excited to begin this new series.

Submitted by Cynthia Frueh, Yodan

DZRIDP Committee 
Prof. Tom Ball
Prof. Don Cross
Sensei Randy Schuster
Sensei Cynthia Frueh(Chair)
Sensei Gerry Halligan

AJJF Business Page

5


